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DRIVING ACCESS AND EQUITY PILOT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Transport  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [12.12 pm]: Today I wish to update the house on the 
driving access and equity pilot program. This program was established last year following the state government’s 
skills summit, which highlighted lack of access to driving services, instructors and suitable vehicles as a key barrier 
for youth employment in some parts of regional WA. 
The Kimberley and Pilbara regions were prioritised for program support after being identified as having a high 
concentration of disadvantaged drivers. Almost $3.5 million in grants has since been announced for 12 organisations 
throughout the Kimberley and Pilbara regions to support hundreds of people to gain their driver’s licence. This 
includes improved access to professional driving instructors, supervisors to help complete logbook hours and 
access to a vehicle. The grants will help the organisations fund the purchase of up to 24 vehicles to help people 
through the licensing process across these regions. The 12 successful grant recipients demonstrated an understanding 
of the barriers some people face in the process to obtain a driver’s licence and how they will deliver on the program 
objectives, often by working with other organisations. They also indicated that they will be working with over 
1 000 disadvantaged learners, which should result in over 550 provisional drivers’ licences and over 350 employment 
opportunities. Eight trainees from Derby, Broome and Fitzroy Crossing have successfully completed their 
certificate IV in transport and logistics and are now able to become qualified driving instructors. When licensed, 
this will represent a 50 per cent increase in the number of licensed driving instructors for the Kimberley region. 
A second driving instructor training session will commence on 26 April 2022 in Kununurra, with seven people, 
including three Aboriginal women, nominated to attend. A subsequent course will be held in South Hedland in 
late May 2022, member for Pilbara. 
Although COVID-19 is impacting the delivery of remote services to some communities, we continue to provide 
services using regional hubs where people from remote communities can access services. Since January 2022, 
additional remote service officers in the Pilbara and Kimberley have performed more than 130 driving assessments, 
resulting in licences for more than 70 people, unlocking access to employment opportunities. Work has also 
commenced to translate key documents for pre-learners into plain English to assist when language and literacy 
are a barrier for participation in the licensing process. An oral theory testing provider has also been engaged in 
Fitzroy Crossing. 
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